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      A young SJSU women’s 
basketball team stomachs two 
recent losses, falling to 1-16.       
See SPORTS, PAGE 8 
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GYMNASTS ROLL
The SJSU gymnastics team is 
off to an impressive 4-0 start.
See SPORTS, page 8
THE RACE BEGINS
The Daily’s executive editor waxes 
political as he rants about the long-
time coming California primaries.
See OPINION, page 11
“CLOVERFIELD”
This horror fl ick will take your 
stomach for a ride and leave you 
feeling ... well, sick.
See STUDENT CULTURE, page 5
FIRE HITS
DOWNTOWN
An historic building on First 
and San Fernando streets burned 
down because of a gas leak. 
Nobody was injured in the blaze. 
Local VTA, however, was shut 
down while emergency workers 
responded.
See CAMPUS NEWS, page 9
Pointing to a new president
LAUREN SAGAR / SPARTAN DAILY FILE PHOTO
President Don Kassing at the annual Welcome Address last August. Th e new president of SJSU is to be named at the end of 
the 2008 Spring semester.  
The only public meeting about the search 
to replace SJSU President Don Kassing was 
held over the winter break. 
Kassing is set to retire at the end of the 
2008 spring semester.
Every meeting until the new candidates 
are announced in late April will be closed and 
confi dential. 
CSU Chancellor Charles Reed expressed 
how serious the selection process is to choose 
Kassing’s successor.
“I said to myself: two things,” Reed said. 
“I’m sad we are starting a search … and usu-
ally I am happy. The second thing I said is: 
we’ve got to fi nd someone that is as good as 
(Kassing) is.”
Several members on the selection commit-
tee and those in attendance used the phrase 
“the new president has big shoes to fi ll.”
The search is open to anyone, Reed said, 
such as traditional academic candidates to 
people with nontraditional careers, including 
civic leaders or members of the community.
Reed and William Hauck, meeting moder-
ator and Trustee Committee Chair, expressed 
that the search is to be held in confi dence to 
protect the job security of the potential SJSU 
president.
The meeting was held to discuss the quali-
ties the new SJSU president should have, the 
selection process and to detail the importance 
of keeping the search confi dential.
The next formal meeting is scheduled for 
March 14, when the selection committee will 
bring a list of candidates to be considered and 
narrow the list to six to nine applicants.
The remaining candidates will go 
through a selection process of interviews 
by the advisory committee and trimmed to 
a list of three or four. 
Finally, those three or four people will 
be publicly introduced as candidates for 
the SJSU presidency around the end of 
April.
Most people in attendance were inter-
ested in the process of selecting SJSU’s 
president, who is traditionally the most 
By LINDSAY BRYANT
Managing Editor
See KASSING, Page 3
Clock ticks for 
CSU incomers
Incoming freshmen interested in apply-
ing to San Jose State University for Fall 
2008 will need to do it quickly. In response 
to Gov. Schwarzenegger’s decision to cut 
$313 million from the California State 
University system budget, CSU Chancel-
lor Charles Reed pushed up the application 
deadline for fall 2008 from early summer 
to Feb. 1.
The deadline is set to limit the number of 
students admitted for fall, said CSU spokes-
man Paul Browning.  It has been extended 
to March 1 for seven under-enrolled cam-
puses, he said. SJSU’s deadline is Feb. 1. 
Under the governor’s proposed budget, 
the CSU system will be unable to accom-
modate next year’s enrollment growth of 
about 10,000 students, Browning said.
In a system that’s already under-funded, 
the cuts to the CSU could adversely affect 
the state’s economy in years to come, said 
Browning, who also said CSUs generate 
about 90,000 students into the work force 
each year.  
“It hurts the students and the California 
work force in the long run,” he said.  
Traditionally, freshmen SJSU applicants 
had until June 15 to turn in their paperwork, 
but due to the high volume of applications 
already received, SJSU had already planned 
to move the application deadline to Feb. 15, 
before the CSU issued the Feb. 1 directive, 
said Colleen Brown, interim associate vice 
president of enrollment and academic ser-
vices.  
Local high schools and community col-
leges were notifi ed about the earlier appli-
cation deadline, she said.  SJSU also moved 
up the deadline for transfer students to April 
1, a decision not required by the CSU.    
“It was very new information,” said Dea 
Nelson, publications coordinator for enroll-
ment and academic services, of the CSU 
directive.  Although the push to move up 
the deadline was largely expected, she said, 
some information within the chancellor’s 
message was not — namely new restric-
tions on lower-division transfer students. 
Nelson said that in the past, students were 
able to transfer from a community college 
to a CSU at any time, even if they had not 
completed their general education course-
work.
“We used to be able to admit lower-divi-
sion transfers.  It’s very restrictive now.  We 
cannot do that,” she said.  
Only those students who achieve junior 
standing or have at least 60 transferable se-
mester units are eligible for admission into 
the CSU system.  Brown said exceptions 
By KRISTIN FURTADO
Senior Staff  Writer
See CSU, Page 3
Former SJSU physics professor dies at 80
Friends and family gathered Monday 
in Reno, Nev., to say goodbye to Dr. Fred 
Holmstrom, a former SJSU physics profes-
sor, department chair and do-it-yourself man 
blessed with a talent for research and inven-
tion
Holmstrom died Monday, Jan. 14, at the 
age of 80.
Frederick Edward Holmstrom was born 
and raised in Salt Lake City.
After starting college at the University 
of Utah to study engineering, he decided to 
switch to physics. He earned his doctorate in 
physics in 1958.
The University of Utah gave him the op-
portunity to work with the U.S. Navy in Cali-
fornia, where he helped build the fi rst Dop-
pler radar. 
In 1963, he began as the physi-
cal sciences department chair at SJSU, 
where he had previously worked part time.
“Fred was a lively fellow. He told jokes 
and would spin things humorously. He was 
very popular as a professor,” said Gareth 
Williams, a former SJSU professor of biol-
ogy and Holmstrom’s colleague.
“He was the fi rst physicist who was chair-
man of the department,” said Don Strand-
burg, a former SJSU physics professor.
“He had to work hard to get lecture rooms, 
offi ces for faculty, research spaces for faculty. 
He did a good job,” Strandburg said. 
While serving 16 years as chairman he 
tried to convince SJSU to buy its fi rst laser, 
and when they refused, he built it himself.
In the 1970s, he and Daniel Nepala, a 
By KATE TAYLOR
Staff  Writer
See OBITUARY, Page 9
Students, staﬀ  prepared 
in case of emergency
If a disaster, such as an earthquake or 
terrorist attack, were to occur at SJSU, the 
best place to land a helicopter to evacuate 
the injured would be the Tower Lawn, said 
UPD emergency service offi cer Spencer 
Wong.
Wong instructed about 20 students and 
San Jose State University event staff mem-
bers on how to deal with such emergency 
scenarios on Jan. 18 as part of the Commu-
nity Emergency Response Team, or CERT, 
training program held free at SJSU. 
“We are trying to make people well-
rounded in these sorts of situations,” he 
said. “We want them to be prepared.”
Wong uses to the Community Emergen-
cy Response Team manual as a guide for 
his students.
The training manual has been adopted 
worldwide, said Calvin Lee, an operations 
student assistant.
The Los Angeles Police Department cre-
ated the manual in 1985. It teaches individ-
uals how to treat victims who are bleeding 
excessively, burned or seriously injured in 
some other form, Lee said.
“CERT also teaches how to use universal 
precaution when dealing with people who 
have been infected with different diseases,” 
he said. “We teach people what steps to take 
to keep themselves and other victims from 
being infected.”
Lee taught the students and event staff 
members how to take off a pair of “contam-
inated” latex gloves covered in mustard. He 
told the group the goal was to not get any 
mustard on any part of their body or cloth-
ing.
Dominic Rizzi, a junior biology major, 
said he attended the training because he 
wanted to help people and possibly save 
lives in case the campus was in such a sce-
nario.
“I learned some of these techniques 
when I was in the Eagle Scouts,” he said. “I 
See CERT, Page 9
By OSVALDO CASTILLO
Senior Staff  Writer
Selection committee prepares to fi nd Don Kassing’s replacement 
”
He told jokes and 
would spin things 
humorously.
GARETH WILLIAMS
Former SJSU professor 
of biology 
“
WHAT THEY WANT
Characteristics mentioned by
 the selection committee
• Outstanding leader, 
approachable, student 
friendly, has a clear vision
•  Balance of academics, arts 
and athletics, cooperation 
between the city and the 
university, problem solver 
•  Strong mental toughness, 
great character, able to work 
with a unionized faculty 
•  Relationship with Silicon 
Valley companies, experience 
and stamina
Golf ball innovator Fred Holmstrom mourned by family and former colleagues
What’s all the 
buzz?
School is back 
in session.
A young SJSU women’s 
basketball team stomachs a 
tough loss to Hawaii, falling to 
1-16. See SPORTS PAGE 8 
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Pointing to a new president
LAUREN SAGAR / SPARTAN DAILY FILE PHOTO
President Don W. Kassing at the annual Welcome Address last August. Th e new president of SJSU is to be named at the end 
of the 2008 Spring semester.  
The only public meeting about the search 
to replace SJSU President Don Kassing was 
held over the winter break. 
Kassing is set to retire at the end of the 
2008 spring semester.
Every meeting until the new candidates 
are announced in late April will be closed and 
confi dential. 
CSU Chancellor Charles Reed expressed 
how serious the selection process is to choose 
Kassing’s successor.
“I said to myself: two things,” Reed said. 
“I’m sad we are starting a search … and usu-
ally I am happy. The second thing I said is: 
we’ve got to fi nd someone that is as good as 
(Kassing) is.”
Several members on the selection commit-
tee and those in attendance used the phrase 
“the new president has big shoes to fi ll.”
The search is open to anyone, Reed said, 
such as traditional academic candidates to 
people with nontraditional careers, including 
civic leaders or members of the community.
Reed and William Hauck, meeting moder-
ator and Trustee Committee Chair, expressed 
that the search is to be held in confi dence to 
protect the job security of the potential SJSU 
president.
The meeting was held to discuss the quali-
ties the new SJSU president should have, the 
selection process and to detail the importance 
of keeping the search confi dential.
The next formal meeting is scheduled for 
March 14, when the selection committee will 
bring a list of candidates to be considered and 
narrow the list to six to nine applicants.
The remaining candidates will go 
through a selection process of interviews 
by the advisory committee and trimmed to 
a list of three or four. 
Finally, those three or four people will 
be publicly introduced as candidates for 
the SJSU presidency around the end of 
April.
Most people in attendance were inter-
ested in the process of selecting SJSU’s 
president, who is traditionally the most 
By LINDSAY BRYANT
Managing Editor
See Kassing, Page 3
Clock ticks for 
CSU incomers
Incoming freshmen interested in apply-
ing to San Jose State University for Fall 
2008 will need to do it quickly. In response 
to Gov. Schwarzenegger’s decision to cut 
$313 million from the California State 
University system budget, CSU Chancel-
lor Charles Reed pushed up the application 
deadline for fall 2008 from early summer 
to Feb. 1.
The deadline is set to limit the number of 
students admitted for fall, said CSU spokes-
man Paul Browning.  It has been extended 
to March 1 for seven under-enrolled cam-
puses, he said. SJSU’s deadline is Feb. 1. 
Under the governor’s proposed budget, 
the CSU system will be unable to accom-
modate next year’s enrollment growth of 
about 10,000 students, Browning said.
In a system that’s already under-funded, 
the cuts to the CSU could adversely affect 
the state’s economy in years to come, said 
Browning, who also said CSUs generate 
about 90,000 students into the work force 
each year.  
“It hurts the students and the California 
work force in the long run,” he said.  
Traditionally, freshmen SJSU applicants 
had until June 15 to turn in their paperwork, 
but due to the high volume of applications 
already received, SJSU had already planned 
to move the application deadline to Feb. 15, 
before the CSU issued the Feb. 1 directive, 
said Colleen Brown, interim associate vice 
president of enrollment and academic ser-
vices.  
Local high schools and community col-
leges were notifi ed about the earlier appli-
cation deadline, she said.  SJSU also moved 
up the deadline for transfer students to April 
1, a decision not required by the CSU.    
“It was very new information,” said Dea 
Nelson, publications coordinator for enroll-
ment and academic services, of the CSU 
directive.  Although the push to move up 
the deadline was largely expected, she said, 
some information within the chancellor’s 
message was not — namely new restric-
tions on lower-division transfer students. 
Nelson said that in the past, students were 
able to transfer from a community college 
to a CSU at any time, even if they had not 
completed their general education course-
work.
“We used to be able to admit lower-divi-
sion transfers.  It’s very restrictive now.  We 
cannot do that,” she said.  
Only those students who achieve junior 
standing or have at least 60 transferable se-
mester units are eligible for admission into 
the CSU system.  Brown said exceptions 
By KRISTIN FURTADO
Senior Staff  Writter
See CSU Page 3
Former SJSU physics professor dies at 87
Friends and family gathered Monday 
in Reno, Nev., to say goodbye to Dr. Fred 
Holmstrom, a former SJSU physics profes-
sor, department chair and do-it-yourself man 
blessed with a talent for research and inven-
tion
Holmstrom died Monday, Jan. 14, at the 
age of 80.
Frederick Edward Holmstrom was born 
and raised in Salt Lake City.
After starting college at the University 
of Utah to study engineering, he decided to 
switch to physics. He earned his doctorate in 
physics in 1958.
The University of Utah gave him the op-
portunity to work with the U.S. Navy in Cali-
fornia, where he helped build the fi rst Dop-
pler radar. 
In 1963, he began as the physical sciences 
department chair at SJSU, where he had pre-
viously worked part time.
“Fred was a lively fellow. He told jokes 
and would spin things humorously. He was 
very popular as a professor,” said Gareth 
Williams, a former SJSU professor of biol-
ogy and Holmstrom’s colleague.
“He was the fi rst physicist who was chair-
man of the department,” said Don Strand-
burg, a former SJSU physics professor.
“He had to work hard to get lecture rooms, 
offi ces for faculty, research spaces for faculty. 
He did a good job,” Strandburg said. 
While serving 16 years as chairman he 
tried to convince SJSU to buy its fi rst laser, 
and when they refused, he built it himself.
In the 1970s, he and Daniel Nepala, a 
By KATE TAYLOR
Staff  Writer
See OBITUARY, Page 9
Students, staﬀ  prepared 
in case of emergency
If a disaster, such as an earthquake or 
terrorist attack, were to occur at SJSU, the 
best place to land a helicopter to evacuate 
the injured would be the Tower Lawn, said 
UPD emergency service offi cer Spencer 
Wong.
Wong instructed about 20 students and 
San Jose State University event staff mem-
bers on how to deal with such emergency 
scenarios on Jan. 18 as part of the Commu-
nity Emergency Response Team, or CERT, 
training program held free at SJSU. 
“We are trying to make people well-
rounded in these sorts of situations,” he 
said. “We want them to be prepared.”
Wong uses to the Community Emergen-
cy Response Team manual as a guide for 
his students.
The training manual has been adopted 
worldwide, said Calvin Lee, an operations 
student assistant.
The Los Angeles Police Department cre-
ated the manual in 1985. It teaches individ-
uals how to treat victims who are bleeding 
excessively, burned or seriously injured in 
some other form, Lee said.
“CERT also teaches how to use universal 
precaution when dealing with people who 
have been infected with different diseases,” 
he said. “We teach people what steps to take 
to keep themselves and other victims from 
being infected.”
Lee taught the students and event staff 
members how to take off a pair of “contam-
inated” latex gloves covered in mustard. He 
told the group the goal was to not get any 
mustard on any part of their body or cloth-
ing.
Dominic Rizzi, a junior biology major, 
said he attended the training because he 
wanted to help people and possibly save 
lives in case the campus was in such a sce-
nario.
“I learned some of these techniques 
when I was in the Eagle Scouts,” he said. “I 
See CERT, Page 9
By OSVALDO CASTILLO
Senior Staff  Writer
Selection committee prepares to fi nd Don W. Kassing’s replacement 
fix #’s
”
He told jokes and 
would spin things 
humorously.
GARETH WILLIAMS
Former SJSU professor 
of biology 
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WHAT THEY WANT
Characteristics mentioned by
 the selection committee
• Outstanding leader,
approachable, student 
friendly, has a clear vision
•  Balance of academics, arts 
and athletics, cooperation 
between the city and the 
university, problem solver 
•  Strong mental toughness, 
great character, able to work 
with a unionized faculty, 
•  Relationship with Silicon 
Valley companies, experience 
and stamina
Golf ball innovator Fred Holnstrom mourned by family and former colleagues
MICHAEL RIZZO / SPARTAN DAILY
New to the Spartan Daily
• Daily weather forecast from 
the SJSU meteorology depart-
ment
• “Inside the Daily” tells the 
readers what lies beyond the 
front page
• Local, national and interna-
tional news  briefs will be 
featured weekly
• Check out the Sparta Guide’s 
new look on page 2
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three working days before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of submission. Entries 
are printed in the order in which they are received. Submit entries online at thespartandaily.com or in writing at 
DBH 209.
Today
What: Intramural Sports Registration
Where: A.S. Campus Recreation Offi  ce, BB Building (next to 
Campus Villiage), 2nd fl oor
When: Jan. 23
Contact: A.S. Campus Recreation, 408-924-6218, ascr@as.sjsu.edu
What: School of Art & Design Gallery Shows
Where: Art Building and Industrial Studies Building
When: Jan. 23 to Feb. 1
Contact: 924-4327, tbelcher@sjsuvm.sjsu.edu
January 28
What: Free Group Fitness Classes
Where: Event Center Sport Club
When: Jan. 28 to Feb. 1
Contact: A.S. Campus Recreation, 924-6218, ascr@as.sjsu.edu
February 5 
What: Photography Reception
Where: Art Building
When: Feb. 5: 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Contact: Wendy Crockett, innie726@aol.com
the
Daily  over the break
’Roid Raid
Barry Bonds and Roger Clemens headlined the 
names of the Major League Baseball players impli-
cated in Sen. George Mitchell’s steroid investiga-
tion. 
The Mitchell Report listed more than 90 current 
and former professional baseball players alleged to 
have taken illegal, performance-enhancing drugs 
over the past two decades.
Storm hits Nor Cal
The biggest storm in two years drenched North-
ern California earlier this month, causing fl oods 
and power outages for more than one million Bay 
Area residents. 
Winds reportedly reached hurricane-force 
speeds.
What’s in a name?
Hundreds of Vietnamese-Americans protested 
in front of San Jose’s City Hall, calling for council-
woman Madison Nguyen’s resignation. 
Nguyen voted to name a strip of mostly Viet-
namese-owned businesses “Saigon Business Dis-
trict” despite the demand from many of her con-
stituents to call the area “Little Saigon.”
Santa Clara OKs 49ers sta-
dium talks
The Santa Clara City Council voted 6-1 in favor 
of beginning negotiations with the San Francisco 
49ers about building a stadium near Great Amer-
ica. 
Offi cials are scheduled to begin talks on a “term 
sheet” that would set out terms for a binding agree-
ment that most likely would be put to a vote of city 
residents.
Former professor dead at 87
Acclaimed photographer and world traveler, 
Jack Fields, died Dec. 13 at his home in Placerville, 
Calif. from heart failure. Fields was 87. 
Fields taught photojournalism at SJSU for three 
years in the late 1970s. His photography was featured 
in Look magazine while Fields was still a student at 
the Art Center College of Design in Los Angeles. 
Later traveling with his wife Dorothy to the 
South Pacifi c, the couple wrote a book about their 
encounters with people from Micronesia after 
World War II.
With 50-plus years experience as a photogra-
pher, Fields shot for magazines such as National 
Geographic, Smithsonian, Look and Life. 
The Sacramento Bee called Fields “a mentor to 
many photographers in Northern California.” 
A photograph by Fields was used as a reference 
for a commemorative stamp for the U.S. Postal 
Service in 1999. 
Mayor makes gangs a priority
Mayor Chuck Reed gave the State of the City 
Address on Jan. 16 and set gang prevention and the 
cities’ defi cit as the top priorities for 2008. 
Reed detailed plans to reduce San Jose’s crime 
rate, which is up about 25 percent from 2007. San 
Jose had more homicides in 2007 than it had in 10 
years. 
He also went over plans to control the budget in 
city council by capping employee salaries instead 
of reducing city services. The defi cit was reported 
at $137 million by the San Jose Business Journal. 
“We spend two-thirds of our budget on person-
nel,” Reed said. “And we just cannot let personnel 
costs to increase faster than revenue.”
NASA engineer, SJSU associ-
ate dean dead at 54
Engineering professor Kevin Corker, 54, died at 
his home on Jan. 17 surrounded by his friends and 
family. 
Corker worked at BBN Technologies and the 
NASA Ames Research Center before teaching at 
SJSU. He was awarded the Teacher of the Year 
award for the College of Engineering in 2005. 
While receiving cancer treatment in fall 2007, 
Corker continued to teach at SJSU and served as 
the associate dean of research for the Charles W. 
Davidson College of Engineering.
LOS ANGELES — Although 
wholesale gasoline prices have 
dropped sharply in the Los Ange-
les market recently, drivers aren’t 
seeing that fully refl ected at the 
pumps.
The wholesale gasoline price in 
Los Angeles hovered around $2.17 
a gallon Friday. Add taxes and oth-
er costs, and that would mean a re-
tail price of about $2.77 a gallon.
Yet service stations in the city 
were charging an average of $3.22 
a gallon for self-serve regular 
Monday.
“The California economy has 
been penalized by high gas prices 
for months, and now, when the op-
portunity comes for a brief window 
of signifi cantly lower prices, the 
workings of the market are being 
frustrated,” said energy econo-
mist Philip K. Verleger Jr. “The 
people who own refi neries are do-
ing everything they can to prevent 
(declining wholesale prices) from 
trickling down to the consumer.”
Joseph Sparano, president of 
the industry trade group Western 
States Petroleum Assn., acknowl-
edged that “there seems to be a 
pretty wide gap between wholesale 
and retail” gasoline prices. But he 
said that retail prices have begun 
to come down and the market is 
working as it should.
“When supply is up and de-
mand is down, the market will seek 
an outlet so that they come back in 
balance,” Sparano said.
A stockpile of gasoline and die-
sel fuel on the West Coast is one of 
the reasons for dropping wholesale 
prices. The region’s 34-million 
barrels are up more than 20 percent 
since November.
This comes as demand contin-
ues to slump, experts say.
Recent rainy weather in Cali-
fornia has kept people off the road 
in state where residents already 
have been cutting back on gasoline 
consumption for more than a year, 
according to Lynn Westfall, chief 
economist at San Antonio-based 
Tesoro Corp., one of California’s 
big refi ners.
Meanwhile, drivers are ready 
for a break.
“It would be nice if we could 
get under $3,” Erika Samora said 
as she paid $3.179 per gallon on 
Friday. “All I asked for for Christ-
mas was gas cards.”
Dropping wholesale gas prices 
not refl ected at the pump
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include transfer students within the nursing 
or engineering programs.  
“We have been pushing 60 units for quite 
a while,” said Nancy Gressley, director of 
San Jose City Community College’s trans-
fer center and an articulation offi cer who has 
been trying hard to get the word out to stu-
dents through fl iers and e-mails.  
The 60-unit requirement is already consis-
tent with San Jose City’s guidelines for trans-
fer students, she said. 
“That negative can be a very strong posi-
tive for us,” Gressley said.
Although she recognizes that the commu-
nity colleges may have to take in the addi-
tional 10,000 students who won’t be admitted 
this fall into CSUs, she doesn’t believe it will 
cause a problem when spread across the 109 
community colleges throughout California.  
“We’ll be able to absorb them,” she said.  
Josette Huckle, a San Jose City College 
student who applied to SJSU before the Nov. 
30 priority deadline, said she was unaware of 
the CSU directive’s new criteria for transfer 
students.
“There’s always some people who come up 
and they’re like, ‘Hi, is it too late to transfer?’” 
said Huckle, who works behind San Jose City’s 
counseling and advisement desk. Huckle said 
she knew a lot of students who wanted to trans-
fer from San Jose City to SJSU.
“Community college students tend to wait 
until the last minute to do things,” said Gress-
ley, who also said she hopes to break students 
out of that pattern.
The restrictions follow the record-high 
enrollment of 32,000 at SJSU last fall.  San 
Jose State spokeswoman Pat Lopes Harris 
said enrollment has been gradually rising as 
the children of baby boomers, or the “baby 
boomlets,” graduate high school and enter 
college.   
Although there is concern about not being 
able to accept all students who are qualifi ed, 
Nelson said “there is no plan to limit access 
for those students at all.”  
“Our intent is we’re going to enroll about 
the same number of students that we did last 
year,” said Nelson, adding that she does not 
anticipate a signifi cant impact on next fall’s 
enrollment.  
Predicting actual numbers for next fall, 
Brown said, will be diffi cult to forecast until 
after SJSU’s May 1 “intent to enroll” dead-
line, when numbers are “whittled down.”   
But the university does not want to exceed 
32,000 students, Harris said.  
For Willow Glen High School’s college 
and career center technician, Louise Gill, the 
majority of students who apply to CSUs do 
so by the Nov. 30 “priority deadline.”  She 
said there are “very, very few” students who 
apply after this deadline and knew only fi ve 
students who have yet to apply to their pro-
spective colleges.  
Gill said that in order to ensure most stu-
dents apply on time she “does not advertise” 
the fact that open enrollment extends beyond 
the Nov. 30 deadline.
“We know that the students who ultimate-
ly enroll at San Jose State traditionally ap-
ply long before these two deadlines,” Nelson 
said. 
“So we feel pretty confi dent that the ones 
who are really going to be here with us in 
the fall of ’08 have made their application,” 
Nelson said, adding that the majority of the 
applications for next fall have already been 
received.  SJSU typically receives only a 
“trickle” of applications in the spring. 
“Pay attention to these deadlines because 
it’s really going to be fi rst come, fi rst serve,” 
Brown said, the interim associate vice presi-
dent of enrollment and academic services at 
SJSU.  
CSU Spokeswoman says ‘university does 
not want to exceed 32,000 students’
Continued from Page 1
representative of the university and its role 
in the San Jose community, Silicon Valley 
businesses, donors, the press and even on a 
global level.
Matt Neff, a senior and student repre-
sentative for the SJSU aviation department, 
said he came as an interested and curious 
student.
“We want to know what’s going on in 
the future of our program and SJSU,” Neff 
said.
Neff was one of three SJSU students at the 
one-hour long meeting at the Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Library on Monday morning.
Continued from Page 1
KASSING SJSU seeks community representative
SELECTION COMMITTEE of the PRESIDENT
Chosen and recommended by colleagues
• Sonoma State President, Ruben Armiñana
• CMS Project Senior Software Analysis , Nancy Day
• Community Member, Les Francis
• Associated Students President, Benjamin Henderson
• SJSU Professor of Accounting and Finance, Annette Nellen
• SJSU Professor of Political Science, Kenneth Peter
• President of SJSU Alumni Board, Patricia Smith
• Chair of the SJSU Academic Senate, Judith Lessow-Hurley
• SJSU Vice President of University Advancement, Fred Najjar
• Chair of the Tower Foundation Board, Don Lucas
Continued from Page 1
OBITIUARY Community faces loss
chemist at IBM, became interested in the 
aerodynamics of golf balls — even though 
neither were golfers.
They designed and patented the Polara 
golf ball, with shallower dimples at each 
pole, which changed recreational golf by 
reducing hooks and slices by 75 percent. 
During the 1980s, Holmstrom worked 
with John Churchill and the linear accel-
erator at Lawrence Livermore Labs to show 
that our universe has at least 12 dimensions 
and that every surface is an expression of 
wave motion.
Before retiring from teaching in 1997.
Holmstrom was a deeply religious man 
and wrote books about the parallels be-
tween modern scientifi c fi ndings and the 
Bible. 
He tried to prove in all his research that 
God works with the natural laws of the uni-
verse, said his daughter Linda Keesling. 
“He always said ‘truth is truth no matter the 
context.’”
“The physics community at large has 
lost a very bright star,” she said. 
A eulogy written by Holmstrom’s 
daughter is featured online at www.thespar-
tandaily.com.
NEW YORK — Heath Ledger, the tal-
ented 28-year-old actor who gravitated to-
ward dark, brooding roles that defi ed his 
leading-man looks, was found dead Tues-
day in a Manhattan apartment, facedown at 
the foot of his bed with prescription sleep-
ing pills nearby, police said.
There was no obvious indication that the 
Australian-born Ledger had committed sui-
cide, NYPD spokesman Paul Browne said.
Ledger had an appointment for a mas-
sage at the SoHo apartment that is believed 
to be the home of the “Brokeback Moun-
tain” actor, Browne said. The massage ther-
apist and a housekeeper found his naked 
body at about 3:30 p.m. They tried to revive 
him, but he was already dead.
Outside the Manhattan building on an 
upscale street, paparazzi and gawkers gath-
ered, and several police offi cers put up bar-
ricades to control the crowd of about 300. 
Onlookers craned their necks as offi cers 
brought out a black bodybag on a gurney, 
took it across the sidewalk and put it into a 
medical examiner’s offi ce van.
As the door opened, bystanders snapped 
pictures with camera phones, rolled video 
and said, “He’s coming out!”
An autopsy was planned for Wednesday, 
medical examiner’s offi ce spokeswoman 
Ellen Borakove said.
While not a marquee movie star, Ledger 
was an award-winning actor who chose his 
roles carefully rather than cashing in on 
big-money parts. He was nominated for an 
Oscar for his performance as a gay cowboy 
in “Brokeback Mountain.” During fi lming, 
he met Michelle Williams, who played his 
wife in the fi lm. The two had a daughter, 
now 2-year-old Matilda, and lived together 
in Brooklyn until they split up last year.
It was a shocking and unforeseen conclu-
sion for one of Hollywood’s bright young 
stars. Though his leading-man looks pro-
pelled him to early stardom in fi lms like “10 
Things I Hate About You” and “A Knight’s 
Tale,” his career took a notable turn toward 
dramatic and brooding roles with 2001’s 
“Monster’s Ball.”
Ledger’s publicist, Mara Buxbaum, said 
in a statement: “We are all deeply saddened 
and shocked by this accident. This is an 
extremely diffi cult time for his loved ones, 
and we are asking the media to please re-
spect the family’s privacy and avoid specu-
lation until the facts are known.”
In the Australian city of Perth, where 
Ledger was born and raised, his father 
called the actor’s death “tragic, untimely 
and accidental.”
Heath Ledger found dead in 
NYC building; police say 
sleeping pills were nearby
ASSOCIATED PRESS
WANTED:
Photographers
Join the Spartan Daily as a 
Staff Photographer
Enroll in Jour 135 and call (408)924-3281
Serving the Pharmaceutical Industry in the South Bay.  Part-time/full-time
positions available, 15-40 hours/wk. $10 an hour start with opportunity for advancement.
Evenings and weekends, ideal job for college students.  Must have transportation.
Potential for full-time employment by Pharmaceutical companies upon graduation
from college.  Please call (510)728-1106
CLEANROOM AND LABORATORY MICRO-CLEANER POSITION
4
WEDNESDAY
JANUARY 23,  2008
StudentCulture
thespartandaily.com
Upcoming Events
Week of  1/24 — 1/27
Kick off the year with new
movie, DVD and CD releases
What do 
you want 
to see in 
the Student 
Culture 
section? 
Call us at 
408-924-
3281  with 
your ideas.
MUSIC
Thursday 1/24
   Mirah, The Blow
   8 p.m. 
   Rio Theatre
   Santa Cruz
   $12 in advance, 
   $15 at the door
   Jazz at Lincoln 
                    Center Orchestra                   
   with Wynton 
   Marsalis
   8 p.m.
                     Santa Cruz Civic            
   Auditorium
   $36.75 - $68.25
    Friday 1/25
   The Donnas
   9 p.m.
   Ten15 Folsom 
   San Francisco
   $12 in advance,
   $15 at the door
   Los Lobos
   9 p.m. 
   The Catalyst 
   Santa Cruz
   $24
COMEDY
Saturday 1/26
   Louis CK
   7 p.m., 9 p.m.
   San Jose Improv
   $25
   Bill Burr with 
Joe Bartnick and
   Kirk Pappas
   8 p.m., 10 p.m.
   Punchline
   San Francisco 
   $25
THEATER
    Saturday 1/26
   “Tranced”
   8 p.m. 
                   San Jose Repertory            
   Theatre
   $30 - $45
    Sunday 1/27
   “Little Shop of 
   Horrors”
   1 p.m.
                      San Jose Center           
   for the 
Performing Arts
   $14.75 - $74
MOVIES
Friday 1/25
“Untraceable”
“Rambo”
Friday 2/1
“The Eye”
“Stange 
Wilderness”
Friday 2/8
“Fool’s Gold”
“In Bruges”
Friday 2/22 
“Be Kind 
Rewind”
“Vantage Point”
DVDs
Tuesday 1/29
“The Invasion”
“Daddy Day Camp”
“Feel the Noise”
 Tuesday 2/5
“Across the
Universe”
Tuesday 2/12
“Gone Baby
Gone”
“We Own the Night”
Tuesday 2/18
“Rendition”
“American Gangster”
CDs
Tuesday 1/29
Chris Walla 
“Field Manual”
Joe Jackson   
“Rain”
Tuesday 2/5
Sheryl Crow 
“Detours”
Jack Johnson 
“Sleep Through
the Static”
Lenny Kravitz
“It is Time for a Love 
Revolution”
Foxy Brown
“Brooklyn’s
Don Diva”
movie’s “big surprise,” but it’s not 
worth your $9. 
If you’ve seen the previews, a 
billboard or even a poster, you might 
know that the Statue of Liberty is 
missing her head in the movie. 
And what, you may have been 
asking, was responsible for behead-
ing Lady Liberty?
A big, scary monster was. 
That’s it. That’s the big surprise. 
So Cloverfi eld is the govern-
ment name for Manhattan, after 
what the viewer is to assume is a 
military leveling of the Big Apple 
in its battle against said big, scary 
monster.
And remember, this is all from 
the point of a camcorder, a camcord-
er that began the movie by fi lming 
scenes for a going-away party for 
Rob Hawkins, played by Michael 
Stahl-David.
After the party drags on long 
enough for the viewer’s anticipation 
to become boredom, the scene is 
literally shaken up by a thunderous 
boom, which momentarily shuts off 
the city’s power.
Nobody in the theater — or at 
the party — knows where this sound 
came from at the time. But at least 
I was moved from the back of my 
seat to a lean-forward position, after 
what seemed about an hour of bad 
acting and shaky footage.
So we follow Rob and his team 
of fi ve around the city as they try 
”
Th ink ‘Th e Blair 
Witch Project’ meets 
‘War of the Worlds’ 
— minus any morsels 
of substance those two 
movies provide.
“
to fi nd a way to his lost love in-
terest, Beth, all the while trying to 
fi nd out what is beginning to tear 
up the city.
I’d say that the effect of making 
Manhattan an Armageddon scene 
was impressive, but I’ve seen it too 
many times before. 
I’ve seen “War of the Worlds.” 
I’ve seen “Deep Impact.” I’ve seen 
“The Day After Tomorrow.”
This movie was a redundant attempt 
at a quick box-offi ce hit, and looking 
at the Internet Movie Database’s Web 
site, I can see that it has succeeded by 
topping the charts over the weekend.
When will we ever learn? 
I didn’t. I believed the hype in an-
ticipation of the big, scary monster, 
which the movie never explained.
I ignored the warning signs of 
possible “motion sickness” posted 
near the movie theater’s entrance.
And if all of this was not warning 
enough for you, I hope you enjoy the 
big, scary waste of time.
Special effects and cinemato-
graphic gimmicks have offi cially 
ruined movies. 
Case in point: “Cloverfi eld.”
Think “The Blair Witch Project” 
meets “War of the Worlds” — minus 
any morsels of substance those two 
movies provide.
“Cloverfi eld,” which couldn’t 
hold a candle to either of those lack-
luster blockbusters, sucked.
The movie was shown from a be-
hind-the-camcorder point of view. 
The problem is that I could have 
done a better job with my cell phone 
cam than director Matt Reeves did 
with whatever he was using.
Forgive me when I reveal the 
Caution: ‘Cloverfi eld’ may cause dizziness, boredom
By KEVIN RAND
Executive Editor
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California: Here they come
Nine questions with SJSU political science professor Terry Christensen
The primary is almost here ... but what does it all mean? 
STATE-BY-STATE
Clinton
Arizona
California
Connecticut
Alabama
Democrats Abroad
Idaho
Massachusetts
Missouri
Georgia
Delaware
Colorado
Arkansas
Alaska
Kansas
Minnesota
New Jersey
Primary schedule
New Mexico
North Dakota
New York
Oklahoma
Tennessee
Kansas
Louisiana
Feb. 5
U.S. Virgin Islands
Washington
Maine
District of Columbia
Maryland
Virginia
Hawaii
Wisconsin
Ohio
Feb. 9
Feb. 10
Feb. 12
Feb. 12
Feb. 12
Rhode Island
Texas
Vermont
Kansas
Indiana
North Carolina
West Virginia
Nebraska
Oregon
Feb. 15
March 4
April 12
May 6
May 13
May 13
May 20
Feb. 19
May 6
Republican primary results as of Jan. 23
1. What is a primary? 
Is it the same as a caucus?
A primary is an election, so any-
body who is registered to vote can go 
and participate. 
• Usually, you have to be a regis-
tered Democrat to participate in the 
Democratic primary or a registered 
Republican to participate in the Re-
publican primary. 
• In California, if you haven’t reg-
istered with either party, you can opt 
to vote in the Democratic primary 
but not the Republican primary. 
• So Democrats will be getting 
some independent voters and some 
non-party voters, which will prob-
ably help a candidate like Barack 
Obama, who appeals to independent 
voters. 
• In California, McCain will be 
penalized by that because indepen-
dent voters can’t vote in the Republi-
can primary, and he’s usually popular 
with independents. 
A caucus is a meeting at which the 
members of the party go and talk to 
each other, and they determine right 
there how they want their delegates 
to be allocated. 
• Usually participation is much 
higher in a primary because it’s an 
election. It’s all day. You go and vote. 
It’s quick. You can do it by mail if 
you’re an absentee voter.
• But a caucus you have to physi-
cally go to the meeting at the speci-
fi ed time. So, maybe at the most, 
one-tenth of the potential elector par-
ticipates in a caucus system. 
2. What does it mean 
to win a state, and if a 
candidate gets second, 
what does it mean to their 
campaign?
What all this means is you get a 
lot of media attention. Why is that 
good? Voters in other places notice, 
and campaign contributors notice. 
• Barack Obama got a huge infl ux 
of money after he won Iowa; and 
after New Hampshire, both (Hill-
ary) Clinton and Obama are getting 
over $1 million a day in contribu-
tions, usually online, in fairly small 
amounts — $50, $100, $250. 
• Eventually if you’re not win-
ning, you’re losing … like Dennis 
Kucinich didn’t get invited to the last 
debate because he’s too far out in the 
Democratic fi eld, and they want peo-
ple who have a reasonable chance of 
winning. So that’s the fi rst thing win-
ning means. 
• Then it means some apportion-
ment of delegates to the party con-
ventions. The delegates are the ones 
who actually at the conventions in the 
summer choose the party nominees.
3. That was going to 
be the next question — 
defi ning the delegates.
A delegate is somebody who gets 
Mitt Romney
John McCain
Mike Huckabee
Hillary Clinton
Barack Obama
Democrat primary results as of Jan. 23
chosen at a primary, for a caucus, to 
go to Denver for the Democrats and 
Minneapolis for the Republicans and 
vote on who the candidate will be. 
• Delegates are pledged. Some 
states are winner-take-it-all, which 
means if you win by 32 percent (or 
more), you get all of the delegates for 
the state — usually that’s the Repub-
lican side. 
• (On) the Democratic side, the 
delegates would be divided up ac-
cording to the proportion of the vote. 
We’re a big state, so just winning that 
many would be more than all the del-
egates that has been decided so far in 
the other states. 
• Taking fi rst doesn’t mean you 
get all the delegates … For example, 
John Edwards, although he hasn’t 
won anyplace yet, I think he will stay 
in until the California (primary) and 
all the primaries on Feb. 5, because 
if he gets 10 percent in California 
that would be 10 percent of the del-
egates.
4. So he still has a fair 
chance?
He has a chance. It’s not a great
chance, but he has a chance. See, 
what could happen is, normally 
through a sequence of primaries one 
candidate emerges as the leader, and 
they accrue suffi cient delegates to 
assure that they get the nomination 
… After Feb. 5, they’re going to be 
adding up the delegates to see where 
all the different candidates stand. 
Usually by March or April we know; 
somebody’s got a majority of the del-
egates at the convention. 
But I think what’s going to hap-
pen this time, nobody’s going to have 
that clear majority because we’ve got 
several good candidates in both par-
ties. Nobody’s the clear, single front-
runner right now, so it could all split 
up and the convention really could 
decide. 
5.  Is winning delegates 
more important than win-
ning a state?
You’ve got to win somewhere. 
You want the delegates, but you also 
want to win. 
• In the long term winning the 
delegates is the most important thing 
because that’s what’s going to count 
in the convention. 
• But if you win a state, it helps 
you win the next state and the state 
after that … you get what’s called 
momentum, so it helps you raise 
money and keep competitive. 
6. Why are the Republi-
can and Democratic Con-
ventions so important?
What’s going to be different this 
time is I think the conventions may 
not be predetermined, so the decision 
is really going to be made at the con-
vention in Denver (Democratic) or 
the convention in Minneapolis (Re-
publican).
• Historically, they haven’t been 
very important for the last 40 years 
or so, because usually the decision is 
predetermined through the primaries 
because they’re allocating the del-
egates. 
• Normally the conventions just 
become rallying, like a great big cam-
paign rally for whoever the nominee 
is going to be. 
• But it’s going to be a lot differ-
ent and very interesting. We haven’t 
seen this in years and years, maybe 
since 1960. 
7. Are there any 
California-specifi c rules 
concerning our primary?
One is that “decline-to-state” vot-
ers can vote in the Democratic pri-
mary. The second thing that’s differ-
ent is that California is proportional; 
the delegates refl ect the proportion of 
the vote you get, and that’s not true 
for Republicans. 
• On the Republican side it’s win-
ner-take-all, although it’s by congres-
sional district. 
So let’s say in this congressio-
nal district Rudy Giuliani gets more 
votes than anybody else —  he would 
get all the delegates from this dis-
trict. 
But in the next one over, lets say 
in the Central Valley, Huckabee gets 
slightly more than Giuliani, so the 
Republicans could be divided up 
too. 
• It’s winner-take-all by congres-
sional district — there are 53 districts 
— but it’s not winner-take-all for the 
state … This is one of the confusing 
things about primaries. Almost every 
state has different rules about who 
can vote in a primary and also about 
how the delegates are apportioned. 
8. Do you think that 
it’s important for SJSU 
students to vote in the 
primary? Why should 
they care?
If they care who the president is: 
yes. The primary elections are where 
the candidates come from, and nor-
mally California is at the way end of 
the cycle, like in June, so normally 
what we do in California doesn’t 
matter very much. It hasn’t mattered, 
I think, since 1972, because by June 
the leading candidate usually has 
enough delegates. 
This time’s different. So this time 
California could really determine 
who the party nominees would be. 
You know, on the Democratic 
side, there are various shades of lib-
eral, and the Republican side, there 
are various shades of conservative. 
There are issues that I think col-
lege students should be concerned 
about, like health care; and it’s going 
to affect them all of their lives, and it 
actually affects a lot of college stu-
dents now because they don’t have 
health care.  
9. And that makes a big 
impact?
Yes. That does make a big impact. 
It could change election outcomes. If 
5 percent, 10 percent, or 20 percent 
more young people participate, it 
could change the outcomes, and we 
have candidates who are inspiring 
young people. 
• Barack Obama I think most of 
all, Hillary Clinton for young wom-
en, and so on, you can go through 
the list, most of the candidates reach 
somebody, Mike Huckabee for evan-
gelical Christians and so on. 
• So I think we have seen higher 
turnout among young people and 
will continue to do that. That is going 
to matter. 
* State primaries/caucuses 
select 3,253 “pledged” 
delegates, 796 “un-
pledged” are free to vote 
for any candidate
* State primaries/cau-
cuses choose 4,049 
delegates
Delegate count: Nevada: 33, Iowa: 45, Michi-
gan: 0, New Hampshire: 22, South Carolina 
(Democratic primary is Jan. 26)
Delegate count: Nevada: 34, Wyoming: 12, 
Iowa: 37, Michigan: 30, New Hampshire: 12, 
South Carolina: 24
Kentucky
Idaho
Montana
New Mexico
South Dakota
May 20
May 27
June 3
Mississippi March 11
Wyoming (Dem.) March 8
Interview by Mandie Mohsenzadegan
After a stretch of eight games in 
three weeks, the SJSU men’s bas-
ketball team is enjoying a welcomed 
week off before bouncing back into 
action on the road Thursday against 
the University of Idaho Vandals.
After winning fi ve of the eight 
games in that span, the Spartans 
hold a 9-8 overall record and sit in 
sixth place in the Western Athletic 
Conference at 2-3.
“The last two years we just main-
tained the program that we adopted,” 
said third-year head coach George 
Nessman, commenting on the growth 
and development of the team. 
“We delayed the progress of some 
of the guys we have now. We red-
shirted them last year with the hope 
that they would be ready to go their 
fi rst year at Div. I, and that’s, for the 
most part, proved to be the case.”
Having already doubled — plus 
one — their win total from a year ago, 
the Spartans, led by a mixture of re-
turning players and a core of talented 
fi rst-year players, fi nd themselves right 
in the thick of things in the WAC.
“We are certainly in the conver-
sation that people have about the 
WAC,” Nessman said. 
He said the team isn’t where it 
wants to be yet but recognized the 
vast improvement over the previous 
two years.
The Spartans opened the 2007-
08 campaign with a victory at the 
First Shot Exempt Tournament in 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., and have con-
tinued their improved play with key 
wins against cross-town rival Santa 
Clara University, Fresno State and an 
overtime triumph over South Dakota 
State University.
“Since day one over the summer, 
since we have been working out with 
each other, we all had the belief that 
we could come in and make some 
changes,” said 6-foot-9-inch forward 
Chris Oakes.
Oakes, the team’s leading re-
bounder who averages seven boards 
per game, is playing in his fi rst sea-
son for SJSU after transferring from 
Pepperdine University last year.
“Coach has started bringing 
in some guys that are here, that 
want to play and want to make 
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Men’s Basketball 
Stat Leaders
 
Through 17 Games
Points: Justin Graham, 12.2 ppg
3-pointers: Tim Pierce, 34
Steals: DaShawn Wright, 29
Assists: Justin Graham, 3.1 apg
Rebounds:  Chris Oakes, 7.0 rpg
Men’s basketball making big strides
By JOSH WEAVER
Sports Editor
Contributions from ﬁ rst-year players and returning starters lead 
an improved SJSU men’s basketball team to a 9-8 record 
and into contention in the WAC
Spartan players met at center court after practice on Monday to listen to coach Nessman as he 
prepares them for Idaho on Th ursday. 
PHOTO BY ANNE RIGOR/ SPARTAN DAILY
PHOTO BY ANNE RIGOR / SPARTAN DAILY
Senior point guard Jamon Hill ﬁ ne tuned his free throw shooting after practice 
Monday. Hill scored 14 points in a win against Fresno State on Jan. 17 and will 
assume more playing time due to point guard Justin Graham’s injury.
In his third year, head coach George 
Nessman has coached the Spartans 
so far this season to nine wins, one 
shy of matching the combined total 
of 10 wins the previous two seasons.
PHOTO BY ANNE RIGOR / SPARTAN DAILY
Up next 
for the Spartans
Thurs., Jan. 24 
SJSU @ Idaho
Sat., Jan. 26 
SJSU @ Fresno State
Tues., Jan 29 
SJSU 
vs. 
Cal State Bakersfi eld
Sat., Feb. 2
SJSU
vs.
New Mexico State
a change,” Oakes said. “We are 
all buying into the whole system 
and the beliefs in the program. 
And it’s starting to work for us.”
    The Spartans have posted the best 
record through 17 games since the 
1999-2000 season.
Despite the success they have 
experienced a few bumps along the 
way, including a 40-point drubbing 
at the hands of Michigan State and 
two tough losses to conference oppo-
nent University of Hawaii.
The fi rst loss was in overtime 85-
79 at the Event Center, spoiling a 
career-high 29 points from freshman 
point guard Justin Graham. 
The second came last week in Ha-
waii, where the Spartans lost 65-64, 
losing Graham for four weeks because 
of a fractured elbow in the process.
Filling in for Graham is last sea-
son’s starting point guard Jamon 
Hill, who is accustomed to running 
the Spartan offense, having started 
all 30 games a year ago.
“I’ve been here two years, and 
coach knows that I know the system 
well,” Hill said, “and he wants me to 
go out there and lead by example.”
Hill said this year’s team pos-
sesses more weapons and fi repower 
on offense and, overall, is far more 
talented.
“We all know that we just have to 
play our role and not try and do too 
much,” Hill said. “When everybody 
knows their role and does it on the 
court it helps the team, and we are 
more successful that way.”
Hill scored 14 points in SJSU’s win 
over Fresno State last Thursday, add-
ing seven rebounds and four assists.
“Jamon had a heck of a game 
for us on Thursday, but Jamon has 
played a lot for us, so that’s not all 
that surprising,” Nessman said.
“That shows you the growth of our 
program. We have the depth to sus-
tain the loss of our leading scorer.”
Nessman said the team’s grow-
ing confi dence is due to its newfound 
successes, adding that although there 
is reason to be confi dent, the team 
must stay focused on the task at hand 
and not look ahead to any games.
“We can beat anyone on our 
schedule, and anyone on our sched-
ule can beat us, and that gives us a 
perspective that is helping us right 
now,” Nessman said.
“The biggest thing is for everybody 
to stay positive about our program, stay 
confi dent that we are on the right track 
and keep pushing to get better.” 
The season-long struggles of the 
SJSU women’s basketball team con-
tinued Saturday at the Event Center 
with a 70-54 loss to the University of 
Hawaii Rainbow Wahine, who had 
an answer for everything the Spar-
tans threw at them.
The Spartans’ defense frustrated 
Hawaii’s guards through the entire 
fi rst half but couldn’t prevent some 
easy baskets by Hawaii centers 
Tanya Smith and Iwona Zagrobelna, 
who combined for 18 points in the 
fi rst half, forcing the Spartans to 
change from a zone to a man-to-man 
defense.
“We were just letting them score 
at will,” said SJSU guard Natalie 
White. “We made those adjustments 
not as well as we probably should 
have, but we tried to minimize it a 
little bit.”
The Spartans tied the game 32-
32 by halftime, however, thanks to 
13 fi rst-half points from White, eight 
from forward Brittany Powell, and 
overall scrappy play.
But the Spartans were outscored 
38-22 and out-rebounded 33-10 
in the second half as the Rainbow 
Wahine responded to SJSU’s defen-
sive adjustments with sharp outside 
shooting, including three 3-pointers 
from forward Megan Tinnin, who 
led Hawaii with 18 points, 15 of 
which came in the second half.
Tinnin also trumped any hope of 
a Spartan comeback when she in-
tercepted a pass by SJSU freshman 
Christine Martin and converted it 
into an uncontested layup to put the 
Rainbow Wahine ahead 65-51 with 
3:54 left in the game.
Natalie White led all scorers with 
19 points. Sayja Sumler recorded 
10 points and Brittany Imaku led 
the team with six assists to go along 
with seven points and three steals. 
Season Summary
In their fi rst year under head 
coach Pam DeCosta, the Spartans 
are 1-16, with a 0-4 record in West-
ern Athletic Conference games.
SJSU senior point guard Brit-
tany Imaku said that improved effort 
and heart are what the team needs 
in order to tally some wins before 
the WAC tournament, which begins 
March 11.
“We gotta want to play basket-
ball,” she said. “We’ve all been play-
ing basketball since we were fi ve. 
We need to go back and fi nd out, ‘Do 
we really love it?’ That’s the bottom 
line.”
SJSU’s most convincing points 
against Hawaii were not scored on 
pretty jump shots or well-craft-
ed plays, but on aggression and 
will: a strong put-back by Natalie 
White, a drive to the hoop by My-
osha Barnes and a full-court sprint 
and layup by Imaku.
Imaku, one of only two seniors 
on the team, showed leadership Sat-
urday, directing her teammates on 
both sides of the ball and shouting 
“Nothing!” to Hawaii’s guards as 
they sought alternatives to dribbling 
around her.
Five minutes into the game, she 
also appeared to hurt her ankle while 
scrambling for a loose ball, but fol-
lowed the incident with a bounce 
pass that led to a Natalie White la-
yup. Imaku left the game shortly 
thereafter and returned with 7:30 to 
play in the fi rst half.
“She goes out and she works hard, 
and that’s all we can ask her to do,” 
said assistant coach John Langston. 
“She’s a heart-and-soul player, and 
we depend on her a lot.”
Imaku leads the WAC in assists 
with 4.4 per game. Natalie White 
leads the Spartans with 15.8 points 
and 6.1 rebounds per game.
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The SJSU women’s gymnastics 
team is off to an impressive start after 
its fi rst two competitions of the 2008 
season.
The team took fi rst place with 
a score of 192.350 at a four-event 
meet Friday, Jan. 18, at UC Davis, 
facing off against Seattle Pacifi c 
University, Springfi eld College and 
host UC Davis.
“The team did really well on all 
four events,” said head coach Wayne 
Wright. “We have a very strong vault 
team that’s led by sisters Raylyn and 
Shina Cardeno.” 
Some members of the team said 
they were really optimistic about the 
season after sweeping the four events 
at the UC Davis meet.
“Our team did amazing this week-
end up in Davis,” said Tiffany Louie, a 
sophomore majoring in health science. 
“We hit 22 routines out of 24. We did 
what we were capable of doing, and it 
really showed in our routines.”
Prior to the win at UC Davis, the 
team opened its season with a victory 
over Cal State Fullerton. The score 
was 191.050 to 189.825.
Junior Alise Blackwell won both 
the bar and fl oor exercises with a 9.800 
and 9.850, respectively, paving the way 
to a fi rst place all-around fi nish. 
After the meet, Blackwell was 
named Western Athletic Conference 
Gymnast of the Week for her high-
scoring performances.
“I was really happy for Alise to 
earn that award,” Wright said. “She 
works hard, and she is a very good 
athlete and one of the leaders of the 
team.”
Wright said the team’s ultimate 
goal this season is to be one of the 
top-three teams at the WAC Cham-
pionships. 
He would also like to see the 
team make it to the NCAA Region-
al Championships.
Wright said the team needs to fo-
cus on the little things.
“We need to work on focusing 
more on the little mistakes, like 
extra steps and form,” said Lily 
Swann, an undeclared freshman. 
“One of our greatest strengths is that 
we have such a strong team, so we 
can interchange gymnasts a lot. This 
gives everyone a break from all the 
stress that gymnastics takes on our 
bodies, which leaves us healthier for 
when it’s our turn to compete.”
Wright said the team has 14 re-
turning members and fi ve newcom-
ers, a large team compared with 
most gymnastics teams.
“We have so many strengths this 
year,” said Greta Leach, a senior 
majoring in business management. 
“Our team is very experienced.”
For some of the gymnasts, the 
competition at UC Davis was a 
high point in their SJSU career.
Louie posted a career-best 9.750 
for her fl oor routine, a mark that 
earned her fi rst in that exercise.
“The highlight of my gymnas-
tics career at SJSU was Friday 
night,” Louie said. “I have never 
competed a full-twisting double-
back (fl ip) on fl oor before. On top 
of that to even win fl oor with doing 
that new skill.”
The team currently is 4-0 and is 
set to take on Cal State Sacramento 
in Sacramento on Friday at 7 p.m.
By CODY HAUTER
Senior Staff  Writer
”
We did what we 
were capable of 
doing, and it 
really showed in 
out routines.
TIFFANY LOUIE
Sophomore
“
Gymnastics team sticks 
a successful start to 2008
SJSU guard Natalie White dribbles past a Hawaii defender during 
Saturday’s game. White had 19 points to lead all scorers.
PHOTO BY ANNE RIGOR / SPARTAN DAILY
Women’s basketball team 
battles through 
10-game losing streak
The rough season for the SJSU women’s basketball team continued Tuesday night 
losing to 81-63 to Fresno State. Spartans guard Natalie White led the team with 21 
points in the losing effort.
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wanted to refresh my memory on how to use them.”
Rizzi believed that everyone who attends or works 
at SJSU should attend a class like this at one point or 
another. 
Spencer Wong, the CERT training instructor, agreed 
with Rizzi.
“We have UPD ready to handle these kind of situa-
tions,” he said. “But there might come a point where we 
need more people.”
Wong said UPD has a staff of about 125, but he said 
he believed that was not enough to respond to any emer-
gency with more than 30,000 students at SJSU.
He added that he would especially like to see people 
from the on-campus housing and Campus Village par-
ticipate in this sort of training.
James Idemoto, a senior computer science major, 
said he has been meaning to take a class like this for a 
while.
“What I like best about what we are learning is that 
the techniques are transferable,” he said. “You can use 
these techniques in a city also.”
The trainees will receive a certifi cate upon complet-
ing the 20-hour CERT program, Wong said. Students of 
the program will also receive a rescue bag with a hard 
hat, latex gloves and respirator masks.
Wong said that he conducts CERT training twice a 
semester. The fi nal training session of January is Friday 
at 8:30 a.m. at the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library.
Continued from Page 1
SALINAS — Presidential hope-
ful Hillary Rodham Clinton said the 
economy is beginning to slide into 
recession and that its time for the 
United States to reduce its depen-
dence on foreign lenders.
Speaking to a raucous group of 
supporters on Tuesday in this heav-
ily Hispanic farming town on the 
central coast, the New York senator 
tried to energize this key Democratic 
constituency before the state’s Feb. 5 
primary.
With red-shirted United Farm 
Worker union members behind her, 
Clinton gave a downbeat assessment 
of the economy and said she would 
bring fi scal responsibility back to the 
White House.
“We know that the economy is 
beginning to slide into recession,” 
Clinton said, adding that it was time 
to “get back our fi scal sovereignty, so 
that we are not dependent on all this 
foreign money.”
Clinton, who has been leading in 
California polls, held up the endorse-
ment from the storied labor union be-
gun by Cesar Chavez, as a “sign of 
our mutual commitment to make it 
clear that we are problem solvers.”
But her call for tighter security 
on the border elicited mostly silence 
from the crowd, including the dozens 
of UFW union members in atten-
dance.
Clinton and her chief rival, Illi-
nois Sen. Barack Obama, have been 
battling for endorsements from the 
Hispanic community in California. 
Hispanics account for about one in 
four Democratic voters and their sup-
port is crucial to winning Democratic 
primaries in the state.
Clinton got the UFW endorsement 
despite her opposition to giving driv-
ers licenses to illegal immigrants, an 
idea that both the union and Obama 
support.
UFW President Arturo Rodriguez 
said the union unanimously sup-
ported Clinton because of her ex-
perience and her work on behalf of 
immigration reform. A co-founder of 
the union, Dolores Huerta, has been 
campaigning for Clinton in Califor-
nia for months.
Speaking for the Obama cam-
paign, State Sen. Dean Florez, a Cen-
tral Valley Democrat, said he was 
surprised that the union went with 
Clinton over Obama, given its sup-
port over the years for progressive 
Democrats, beginning with Robert F. 
Kennedy.
Florez said he hoped Hispanics 
would come to know Obama better 
in the coming days, as he campaigns 
more in California.
“I think they’re going to see this is 
somebody we have more in common 
with, just from a personal perspec-
tive,” Florez said. “This is the pro-
gressive candidate in the race.”
Clinton’s appearance at Hartnell 
Community College Tuesday after-
noon was billed as a town hall meet-
ing, but she did most of the talking. 
After a 40-minute stump speech on 
the economy, health care and educa-
tion, she took only a handful of ques-
tions.
Clinton makes 
Nor Cal visit, 
talks money
ASSOCIATED PRESS
Fire destroys 
city landmark
By LINDSAY BRYANT
Managing Editor
A ﬁ re caused by 
a natural gas leak 
in downtown 
San Jose gutted 
a historic build-
ing Jan. 18.  Th e 
ﬁ re started early 
Friday morning 
and by that after-
noon the building 
was determined a 
complete loss. 
MICHAEL RIZZO / SPARTAN DAILY
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A fi re fueled by a natural gas 
leak ripped through a historic 
building and city landmark under 
renovation in downtown San Jose 
early morning on Jan. 18. 
No one was inside the building 
at First and San Fernando streets 
when the fi re began and injuries no 
were reported. 
“The fi re spread quickly and 
dramatically through the fl oor and 
roof system,” said Craig Shwinge, 
the San Jose Fire Department’s 
public information offi cer. 
Shwinge said the potential of 
the front wall of the Porter Stock 
Building collapsing was the fi re 
department’s greatest concern. 
Power to the Valley Transit 
Authority light rail system was shut 
down at 2 a.m. and all passengers 
commuting to downtown were 
let off at the First Street stop in 
front of the Children’s Discovery 
Museum until it was safe. 
“Life safety” was the number one 
concern for the fi re department, PG&E 
crew, VTA light rail commuters and 
all else involved, he said.  
The VTA bus system in 
downtown was still in operation 
with a “bus bridge” transporting 
passengers to their destinations. 
Brandi Childress, a community 
outreach supervisor from VTA, 
said because of some rerouting in 
the schedules ambassadors from 
VTA happened to be at stops that 
morning to direct passengers. 
“The only nice thing about it is 
we have the new bus service up and 
running,” Childress said. “And we 
are using the ambassadors to direct 
customers affected by the fi re. So 
that’s helpful.”
Jonathan Hodges, who 
graduated from the SJSU College 
of Business in December, had to 
walk a few more blocks to campus 
when the Winchester/Mountain 
View light rail dropped him 
off at the Children’s Discovery 
Museum. 
“I got some exercise out of 
it,” Hodges said, who was on his 
way to sell his textbook, “That’s a 
positive thing, right?”
-MICHAEL RIZZO CONTRIBUTED 
TO THIS STORY.
CERT  20-hour training is free
”
“ This is the 
progressive 
candidate in 
the race
SEN. DEAN FLOREZ
Central Valley democrat
 Classifi eds
EMPLOYMENT
DELIVERY DRIVERS Party rental business. Perfect for students. Earn up to $250 every weekend. 
Must have reliable truck or van. Heavy lifting is required. 408 292-7876 
ATTENTION SPARTANS Welcome back! Are you looking for part-time/ full-time work to help you 
get through the school semester? Well, look no further. Corinthian Parking Services is looking for 
valet parking attendants for our local shopping malls, hotels and private events. We will work around 
your school schedule.
Requirements for an interview:
ï Valid California Class C license
ï Current DMV printout
ï Responsible, well-groomed and punctual.
ï EXCLT CUST SERVICE
If you qualify, please call Kyle 408-981-5894 or Rick 408-593-9612 for an interview. 
ARE YOU READY TO CUT THROUGH THE CROWD? To stand out? To show the “real world” 
what you’re made of? ***************************** An Internship with VECTOR can offer you REAL 
pay, fl exibility, and opportunities for advancement. No cubicle, no copy machine. Just the chance to 
earn professional experience in a rewarding environment that offers you the fl exibility you need and 
the resposnsibilty you deserve. ***************************** Watch for us on-campus throughout the 
semester, or CALL 866-1100 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. www.workforstudents.com/ sjsu
***************************** 
MAD SCIENCE INSTRUCTOR Fun part time job sparking children’s imaginations with hands on 
science. Must have reliable car. $25 per one hour class. www.madscience.org/southbay 
$$ GOT SPERM? $$ -Palo Alto. Up to $1100/ month. MEN wanted for California Cryobank’s sperm 
donor program. APPLY ONLINE: www. SPERMBANK.com 
COLLEGE STUDENTS: We pay up to $75 per survey.
www. GetPaidToThink.com 
DAYCARE TEACHERS AND AIDES
Action Day Primary Plus seeking Infant, Toddler, and Preschool Teachers and Aides. F/ T and P/ T 
positions available. Substitute positions are also available that offer fl exible hours. ECE units are 
required for teacher positions but not req. for Aide and Day Care positions. Excellent opportunity 
for Child Development majors. Please call Cathy for an interview at 244-1968 X16or fax resume to 
248-7433.
LIFEGUARDS WANTED! Easter Seals seeks lifeguards, swim instructors & aquatic specialists for 
heated, indoor pool in San Jose (Bascom & Moorpark). Flexible hours/ days available, Mon-Sat. 
Must have current: lifeguard certifi cate and CPR/ First Aid with Title 22. Send resume and cover 
letter via email to jobs@esba.org, or fax to 408-275-9858. $11 to 13.25+/ hour, DOE. Call Tiago for 
more info, (408)295-0228 
FOR RENT
ROOM FOR RENT $360.00 + DEP. Near SJSU Clean. Quiet. Sober. Call (408) 298-5014 
SERVICES
FREE!! TEXT MESSAGE SITE **Student Startup Company**
Register for a DSR account today. Add your family & friends, create groups and send text messages 
all for free. Simple, Quick Text Messaging from your PC.
Visit DSRnumbers.com 
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair PC Data Recovery Remove Virus 
Bring this AD for 10% OFF (408)469-5999 
CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.  Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted 
into an ad line.  The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 
20 spaces.  A minimum of three lines is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to 
publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4
RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.  
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 
10 AM or 3PM.  STUDENT ID REQUIRED.  Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.  
Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. Frequency discount does not apply.
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied.  The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.  Classified 
readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should require complete information before sending money for goods or services.  In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise. 
 Welcome Back
      Spartans
So far the candidate that appeals the 
most is Barack (Obama), but I don’t 
think he’s going to win because I don’t 
think the United States is ready for a 
black president. And since I don’t think 
he’s going to win, I’m pulling for Hillary 
because I’m a Democrat.
CARMELO RUIZ
civil engineering, senior
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“Have you been paying attention to the primaries? 
What candidates are appealing to you?”
I have been paying attention, and I 
would say my vote right now, if it was 
today, would be for John Edwards 
— and partly because he’s the underdog.
MARTA WEISSENBORN
public relations, junior
I was going to start doing it this week-
end because I haven’t had time. I don’t 
really know right now. I think they 
should care for education. That’s the 
main thing.
ANGELINA HERRERA
psychology, junior
Barack Obama I’m defi nitely hoping will 
be the guy. I think he appeals more to the 
younger generation that we have right 
now. One of his problems is that he’s inex-
perienced, but as far as the younger crowd’s 
concerned, I defi nitely think he’s a strong 
candidate.
 
FRED KORFF
international business, senior
I haven’t really been paying attention 
to it. I think the primaries (are) kind of 
outdated. 
AARON PACE
psychology, senior 
I think Obama should be president. 
I think having an African-American 
president in the White House would be 
a good thing for America, and I think 
it’d be good thing culturally too, for other 
nationalities.
DANIEL WILLIAMS
art, freshman
I would say that Barack Obama is appeal-
ing because he has good communication 
skills and is able to speak well to the public, 
and I think that people really like that.
KATIE CHAPIRO
advertising, junior
Compiled by Mandie Mohsenzadegan 
NEED TO KNOW:
The California 
primary is on 
Feb. 5.
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As people get older, they encounter milestones along 
the way. They’re signs of the increasing amount of ben-
efi ts and responsibilities that come with adulthood and 
being part of the community.  
I had such an experience during the winter break. On 
a dark and rainy Thursday morning, I waited at a bus stop 
in my hometown for a 7 a.m. bus that would take me and 
others to downtown Sacramento. 
While most of the other people on the bus were prob-
ably commuting to their workplaces, I was on my way 
for a possible day at court. 
While attending San Jose State University late last 
fall, I found out that my parents had received a letter in 
the mail, summoning me to court to possibly be selected 
to become part of a jury. I postponed my participation 
until I could return home.
For weeks, up until that time, I kept wondering wheth-
er I would become a juror, what kind of trial would it be 
and, more importantly, how many days, weeks or even 
months the trial would last. 
Another thought that came to mind was what it would 
be like to serve on a jury. The fi lm “12 Angry Men” 
sprang to mind. 
My “Law & Order” moment, though, was far from 
dramatic.
I arrived at the courthouse by 7:45 a.m. and waited in 
line to check in with one of the workers. After fi lling out 
some paperwork and fi guring out how to insert my name 
tag into the plastic sleeve, I took a seat, waiting to see if 
I’d be one of the chosen ones. 
After a brief orientation, waiting made up much of the 
day. One group of potential jurors was called at 9 a.m., 
while another was called in after 10:30 a.m. In the mean-
time, the rest of us found different ways to pass the time. 
A few slept, while others read anything from a free al-
ternative weekly publication to a “Harry Potter” book. I 
had brought along my copy of Jane Austen’s “Sense and 
Sensibility.”  
We were also shown one PG-rated fl ick after another. 
First came “RV” with Robin Williams. Then a couple of 
hours later, it was “Night at the Museum,” featuring Ben 
Stiller and, yet again, Robin Williams. 
At around 11:30 a.m., we went on a lunch break, 
temporarily free to leave the room — or, in some cases, 
the hallway, due to the overfl ow of prospects — and get 
some fresh air.
One-and-a-half hours later, I returned to fi nished up 
the movie. Apparently, the courthouse employees were 
waiting to hear if six cases needed more pools of poten-
tial jurors, so that meant another movie: “Elf,” starring 
Will Ferrell but not Williams.  
By the end of my stint at the courthouse, I learned a 
few things:
• How the Munro family survived its RV trip to the 
Colorado Rockies;
• How the exhibits at the American Museum of Natu-
ral History come to life each night;
• That the best way to spread Christmas cheer is sing-
ing loud for all to hear.
I was on my way to fi nd out how Napoleon Dynamite 
tries to help his friend Pedro become elected as student 
body president when one of the workers announced at 
about 3:30 p.m. that we were no longer needed. 
And then it was over. 
An audible, collective sigh of relief could be heard in 
the room. I was a little dazed, thinking to myself, that 
was it? My civic duty consisted of all this?
Jury duty seems to have negative connotations for 
some people. I remember overhearing comments from 
nearby people throughout the day, exchanging stories of 
their ordeals and displeasure of spending their Thursday 
there. I’ll admit that as a college student who is starting 
her fi nal semester at a Bay Area university, I was worried 
about the possible inconvenience.
Now that I can take a step back and have more time to 
ponder it, I think jury duty, including the selection pro-
cess, shouldn’t be thought of as a “bad” thing.
Trial by jury was so important to the Founding Fathers 
more than two centuries ago that it is part of the U.S. Bill 
of Rights and part of the American legal system to this 
day.
The Sixth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution re-
quires the accused in criminal cases to be given the right 
to “a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury.” 
Sure, the process to select jurors may not be speedy, 
but jury duty is an important responsibility of being an 
American adult — even if you have to watch kiddie fi lms 
along the way. 
 
  
Jury duty: one boring responsibility
You learn something new every day, but 
a lot of the time you forget.
It’s the fi rst day of school and with every-
thing going on in your classes, it’s hard to 
remember those valuable personal notes.
So get yourself an extra notebook this se-
mester and start jotting down something you 
learn every day.
At least you won’t complain that you 
didn’t learn anything this semester
Here’s how you do it:
Jan. 1: I learned to remind your friends 
to make sure they have all their belongings 
before leaving a party. I also learned that 
when you lose something, a kind stranger 
will sometimes help you get it back.
Jan. 2: I learned that when someone tells 
you a ridiculous and utter lie, as long as it 
doesn’t affect you, it might be a bad idea to 
call the person out on it.
Jan. 3: I learned that Phoenix is much 
larger (516 square miles) and much more 
populated (more than 1.5 million people) 
than I once thought.
Jan. 4: I learned that someone who works 
for the UGG Australia company, which 
makes the fashionably furry boot, sold his or 
her soul to the devil. There is no other expla-
nation as to why half of the U.S. female pop-
ulation owns a pair of those hideous things. 
They’re everywhere. I bet someone in your 
class is wearing UGGs right now.
Jan. 5: I learned that Crocs, the fashion-
ably colorful rubber sandal, are even uglier 
than UGGs.
Jan. 6: I learned how many people have 
been killed in genocide since 2004 in Dar-
fur, Sudan, (an estimated 400,000) and how 
many have been displaced from their homes 
(at least 2.5 million).
Jan. 7: I learned what birds look like 
when they’re sleeping.
Jan. 8: I learned to pay attention when 
riding in a taxi because the driver might take 
wacky routes to lengthen the trip and raise 
the payout.
Jan. 9: I learned that Delaware is the fi rst 
U.S. state. Delaware? Honestly, if I asked 
you on the spot, would you know that? It 
sure seems like one of those simple facts ev-
eryone in this country should know.
Jan. 10: I learned that there are more for-
eign languages being spoken and more peo-
ple speaking them in New York City than in 
anywhere else I’d ever been.
Jan. 11: I learned that New York City ac-
tually does sleep. At least it did on one rainy 
Friday from about 4 a.m. to 6 a.m.
Jan. 12: I learned that JetBlue Airways, 
the airline that features mini televisions and 
headphones for every passenger, is a horren-
dous scam.
It’s a scam because JetBlue is selling 
something to do on a plane that will help 
people pass time and distract them from the 
fact that they’re fl ying through the air for 
hours at a time, while the old-school method 
— reading a book — is much more effective 
at doing these things.
I’m surprised no other airlines have taken 
JetBlue’s lead and further capitalized on this 
society’s laziness and passivity. 
Jan. 13: I learned that there are only 
two countries in the world whose names 
start with an “a” but don’t end with an “a”:
Afghanistan and Azerbaijan.
Jan. 14: I learned that at several taquerias 
in San Francisco’s Mission District, if you 
order in any language other than Spanish, 
your free basket of tortilla chips is going to 
be half empty.
Jan. 15: I learned, at about 8 p.m., that it 
was my best friend’s birthday.
Oops.
Jan. 16: I learned that you should try not 
to make jokes even vaguely mentioning can-
cer unless you’re absolutely sure it’s not a 
touchy subject for anybody listening.
Jan. 17: I learned that if you give some-
one an inch, he or she won’t actually take a 
mile. Forty feet would be more accurate.
Jan. 18: I learned that personal satisfac-
tion and disappointment rest on one’s idea 
of the meaning of life.
I learned this while talking with a friend 
about how to get out of his recent depres-
sion. He feels the meaning of life is to make 
the world a better place, but his current ef-
forts to do so have made his lifestyle defeat-
ing, tense and boring.
His sadness comes not from the troubled 
lifestyle but from the fact that he is currently 
failing in his ambitions to change the world.
Jan. 19: I learned that there is a tabloid 
called In Touch Weekly.
What a title.
Is reading up on celebrity gossip consid-
ered being in touch? Is there anything more 
out of touch?
No wonder my friend is trying to change 
the world.
Jan. 20: I learned that some people are 
sure Barack Obama will be quickly assas-
sinated if he wins the presidential election.
Again, no wonder my friend is trying to 
change the world.
Jan. 21: I learned that if you aren’t try-
ing to make the world a better place, you’re 
pretty useless.
Jan. 22: I learned that if you want to make 
the world a better place, it helps to have a 
plan.
Today I learned that there are 119 days 
left until the end of the semester.
What will you learn?
It’s four (or so) down and 46 to go.
No, I’m not foretelling a situation for 
the New York Giants in next Sunday’s big 
game. 
I’m talking about the other big game — 
the most important race in the world.
Excuse me for confessing my ignorance, 
but I had to Google “primary” and “caucus” 
about fi ve times each before I could get a 
clear understanding of what this whole pre-
election election season is all about.
I learned that not every state has a pri-
mary, and not every state has a caucus; but 
every state has a primary, a caucus or both. 
Not every rectangle is a square, either. 
Take a look at our political Q-and-A on 
page 6 of this issue of the Daily to help clar-
ify the confusion.
Anyway, two days after Super Bowl Sun-
day, Super Tuesday hits California and 23 
other states in the union.
And then, fi nally — fi nally, as if it al-
ready hasn’t begun, the race for The House 
will have realized a semi-offi cial moment of 
clarity.
That’s right. In 13 days we could say that 
all of this primary and caucus talk actually 
means something because both parties will 
have accumulated more than half of their re-
quired delegates to nominate a nominee. 
Finally. No more YouTube debates. No 
more Dennis Kucinich. Sadly, no more Ron 
Paul.
No longer will New Hampshire be the 
center of the universe. 
It’s been a long time coming, but I think 
we can all take a collective breath of fresh 
air — depending on which side of the global 
warming debate you fall — when we can 
say the presidential race is out of the gates, 
when we can all tip our 40s in homage to the 
political death of John Edwards.
Now these are tightly contested races. 
Don’t get me wrong. But don’t you, like me, 
think the media’s political coverage started 
just a little too soon — like a year too soon 
— for this election season?
And it’s not just the amount of coverage 
I am criticizing; it’s the nature of the cover-
age.
The talking heads yell and scream nowa-
days. They analyze every candidate’s daily 
movements to a pulp. 
I admit, when I saw Hillary let down her 
guard in New Hampshire, I took pause. I ac-
tually thought it was genuine.
That is neither here nor there, however, 
I just didn’t think it was breaking news or 
front-page material like all of the three-, 
four- and fi ve-letter networks did.
To me, this overdrawn election prologue is 
all entertainment. I enjoy it. We all enjoy it.
But really, really, did we need to judge 
Edwards not on the content of his character 
but on the price of his haircut?
I guess when election coverage begins a 
year before the primaries, we’ll bite at any-
thing.
I believe there are two reasons for the ear-
ly and often coverage of the ’08 election. 
The fi rst reason is one we probably al-
ready know. We are a media-hungry people. 
We get updates on our BlackBerries and on 
our preset Google News homepages. 
The second reason is that many of us 
have been waiting for Bush’s exit since he 
took his second oath of offi ce. 
This is being hyped as one of the most 
important elections in American history. 
Hmm. I wonder why.
I only hope that our over-eagerness will 
refl ect at the polling booths. 
Iowa’s turnout surpassed that of elections 
passed, and I cross my fi ngers that Califor-
nians will show up in droves. 
That is the news that I would like to hear.
Get two educations for the price of one
   “The Kyo Protocol” will appear every Wednesday. 
Sarah Kyo is a Spartan Daily student culture editor. 
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
“While I was working on 
those streets (of Chicago) 
watching those folks see 
their jobs shift overseas, 
you were a corporate 
lawyer sitting on the 
board at Wal-Mart.”
To fellow democratic presidential 
candidate Hillary Clinton during a 
debate on Jan. 21.
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   “Beginnings of Marathons” will appear 
every Wednesday. David Zugnoni is the 
Spartan Daily opinion editor.
   “Morning Breath” will appear the 
fi rst and third Monday of every month. 
Kevin Rand is the Spartan Daily execu-
tive editor.
Wake me up 
when the real 
race starts
The talking heads yell and 
scream nowadays.
They analyze every candidate’s 
daily movements to a pulp. 
At least you won’t complain 
that you didn’t learn anything 
this semester.
I think jury duty, including the selection 
process, shouldn’t be thought of as a “bad” 
thing.
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